
Response to the School Committee re. WiFi: Please Stop and Listen 
 

I appreciate that the North Kingstown School Committee would like to 
believe there is not a problem with WiFi. It can then, of course, take 
advantage of the large $688,000 grant that is available to install new 
technologies. Under normal circumstances, it would be reasonable to cite 
FCC exposure guidelines to justify the safety of installing antennas, but 
this issue is complex, and what the School Committee seems not to 
understand is that in thousands of peer reviewed studies, published in 
prestigious scientific and medical journals, it has been well-documented 

that FCC guidelines for wireless radiation are not protective of human health, nor protective of 
wildlife or the ecosystem.  And studies from countries the world over repeatedly have stressed 
the special vulnerability of children to the physical and cognitive effects of this radiation. 
 
So, under these circumstances, before the truth is fully out on this issue, while the FCC is 
reviewing its guidelines, while other countries are starting to take out WiFi in schools, and 
turning off cell towers, and limiting cell phones, and while physicians groups are recommending 
limiting RF/MW exposures to children, what is the right thing for the School Committee in North 
Kingstown to do? The one thing to not do would be to rush into a decision of such significance, 
with potential grave long-term consequences for pupils and faculty alike, especially when the 
schools are already hard-wired and students already have access to the internet. 
 
Since only one member of the School Committee attended my lecture in Wickford, RI on March 
13, 2014, where I presented quite a bit of the science, please find here a few links to start 
getting up to speed on the subject: 
 
La Grua Center program, “Cell Phones and WiFi: Are Children, Fetuses and Fertility at 
Risk?”, June 2013   
http://electromagnetichealth.org/electromagnetic-health-blog/summary-and-audio/ 
 
Commonwealth Club of California video presentation on biological effects of 
electromagnetic fields by engineer & physician, Karl Maret, MD. January 2014  
https://vimeo.com/87023780 
 
Video of Seletun Scientific Statement, with Olle Johansson, PhD of the Karolinska 
Institute in Sweden, one of Europe’s most prestigious scientific institutes. 
https://vimeo.com/18018440 
 
BioInitiative Report Summarizing the Biological & Health Effects of Non-Thermal Levels 
of RF/MW Radiation 
http://electromagnetichealth.org/electromagnetic-health-blog/please-stop-and-
listen/www.bioinitiative.org 
 
A knee jerk response would be to shun accountability by merely pointing to other ‘authorities’ 
opinions on this issue, such as the ‘FCC guidelines’, or the ‘evidence’ other schools are 
installing WiFi antennas. But two wrongs do not make a right, and numbers, as we all know, are 
sometimes designed to deceive. It may be the easier path to take, to prevent spending time in 
the weeks ahead digging into this subject, but it is not the most responsible. The School 
Committee is, after all, ultimately, responsible for the environment in which over 4,000 children 
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are educated in North Kingstown, and for the results they achieve. 
 
You may not be aware that when radiating devices of distraction are removed from the 
academic setting, academic performance sometimes soars 
(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/japan/10718254/Children-in-Japanese-city-
banned-from-using-smartphones-after-9pm.html). 
 
Internet overuse, with RF exposures, have been shown to impair cognitive function, attention 
and the ability to feel empathy. In worst case scenarios, children can develop serious 
technology addictions, and even ‘digital dementia’, needing intensive, inpatient care in what is a 
brain condition resembling irreversible dementia in the elderly. 
 
At the La Grua Program in CT last June on the subject of EMF effects on children, the panel 
included the Chairman of the Yale University Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and 
Reproductive Sciences, Hugh Taylor, MD, as well as one of the country’s top experts in DNA 
effects from electromagnetic fields, Dr. Martin Blank, PhD of Columbia University. Many reasons 
to be concerned about EMF exposure to children were presented. Research shows radiation 
emitted by cell phones and WiFi impacts children’s development, their cognitive function, 
attention, memory, perception, learning capacity, energy, emotions and social skills. There is 
also diminished reaction time, decreased motor function, increased distraction, hyperactivity, 
and inability to focus on complex and long-term tasks. Cellular devices can lead to a heightened 
sense of anxiety in children, to isolation, and feelings of psychological and physical dependency. 
 
Does the School Committee understand there is evidence from many countries of these effects? 
Why would a School Committee take the risk of chronic WiFi exposure to children and faculty 
when there are alternative, safer, hard-wired means to access the internet already installed at 
the schools? 
 
Putting this situation in historical context might help. Please consider the extraordinary human 
and environmental toll in situations where government has enabled corporate power and greed 
at our expense, such as with tobacco, asbestos, DDT, Bisphenyl A, silica, vinyl chloride, PCBs, 
GMOs, pesticides in food, and more recently fracking and the neonicotinoid chemicals wiping 
out bees. 
 
Do you really think our federal government is looking out for its citizens’ health? Is the North 
Kingstown School Committee putting their head in the sand, like a stork, pretending not to 
understand the dynamics of corporate influence on government? Instead of welcoming heroic 
efforts of responsible, intelligent community members, like Math Teacher Shelley MacDonald, 
Town Councilman Kerry McKay and School Committee Member, Bill Mudge, is the School 
Committee wishing these individuals and concerned parents could be silenced to prevent the 
awkwardness of this moment? This moment of ethics—when who one is as a human being is 
tested? 
 
Don’t we all want a different kind of America, where the truth is always welcomed and citizens 
actively engage with government to assure representation of all interests, including our 
children’s health, cognitive function, learning capacity and DNA? 
 
Recently, we saw some very encouraging truth telling on this issue when the U.S. Department 
of Interior on February 7, 2014, harshly criticized the inadequacy of FCC exposure guidelines 
(http://electromagnetichealth.org/electromagnetic-health-blog/dept-of-interior-attacks-the-



fcc/).   It was certainly not easy for people in the Department of Interior to find the courage to 
speak out on this, we can assume, in opposition to the interests of several other U.S. 
Departments, like the National Telecommunications and Information Administration in the 
Department of Commerce, the Executive Branch agency that is principally responsible by law 
for advising the President on telecommunications and information policy issues; the Department 
of Energy; the Department of Homeland Security; and the Department of Defense, all of which 
promote the proliferation of electromagnetic fields. 
 
But the Department of Interior had the courage. Will the North Kingstown School Committee? 
 
We need courage on this subject in our governments on all levels, with people willing to speak 
truth to power from the highest levels to the local school boards. 
 
If one examines the U.S. government track record on health and environmental concerns, you 
will find decades-delayed responses to critical public health issues, with a huge public health 
and economic toll, because Congress was heavily influenced by industries. The Moyers & Co. 
show last spring, “The Lead Wars: The Politics of Science and the Fate of America’s 
Children”  (http://billmoyers.com/tag/lead-wars-the-politics-of-science-and-the-fate-of-americas-
children/) showed the lead issue to have all the same dynamics as the present issue with 
electromagnetic fields, including suppression of science, intimidation of scientists, influence on 
media, and industry responding as if the public concern was a PR problem, not a public health 
problem.  A challenging situation, indeed, but not something Americans of character would shy 
away from. 
 
School Committee officials in North Kingstown have a moral and legal duty to consider all the 
known information about the biologically active nature of electromagnetic fields, and to not be 
swayed by the aggressive commercial efforts of technology companies. Slow down. Consider 
the evidence.  Do the right thing for children, please. 
 
Camilla Rees 
ElectromagneticHealth.org 
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Board Member, Media in the Public Interest 
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